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two or three years ago, by Dr. F. H. Badger, of Nashville, Tenn., which he thought would be interesting to the members of the profession, and he would describe it.
In the treatment of alveolar abscess, it was important that the remedial agent should be brought directly in contact with the inner walls of the sac, and unless this could be done, it was exceedingly difficult to treat it with much success. Impressed with this opinion, Dr. Badger adopted a somewhat novel and ingenious method of procedure. In the first place, he closed the external opening of the cavity leading to the central chamber of the tooth, with gutta percha or gum elastic, perforating this at the most convenient point, and then charging his syringe with the medicated agent he wished to introduce?a solution of nitrate of silver, or an alcoholic solution of tannin and gum benzoin?he injected it into the tooth, and it passed up through the canal, and escaped through the external opening of the gum. In this way the medical agent was brought immediately in contact with the walls of the sac, and with the walls of the fistula opening from it, and which communicated with it. He (Prof. H.) had been completely successful with this method?more so than with any other?but instead of using nitrate of silver, he had used a solution of creosote, as recommended by Dr be- fore, his incisors being painful to the touch, and so much decayed that they could not be restored, he had them extracted. From the description he gave of the condition of the teeth, he (Prof. H.) felt convinced that abscesses had formed, and that the matter came from the inside of the sacs, and he assured the gentleman that within three or four days he would be relieved from the difficulty under which he was laboring.
In cases where the matter was discharged through the crown of the tooth, he employed the same treatment, but it would not be necessary to close the orifice with gutta percha, but merely to inject the fluid forcibly, which would carry it into the sac, and in that way reach the ulcerated walls of it.
In answer to an inquiry with regard to the composition of the solution he used, Prof. Harris said, it was about in the proportion of twenty-five drops of creosote, to an ounce of diluted alcohol.
Dr. Roberts said, he hoped to hear a great deal on this subject, for he had treated a great many cases himself, and he supposed other members of the^profession had done the same. He believed thousands of teeth were extracted every year, after alveolar abscesses had been formed, which might have been saved by proper treatment, and he considered this a very important point of discussion in the proceedings of the Convention. At least, it was very important to many of their patients that their teeth should be saved, especially front teeth, after abscesses had formed; and his success in the treatment of such cases induced him to state the method he pursued. He injected nitrate of silver into the root, and continued the injections until the matter ceased to flow from that point. Then he introduced with a small broach, floss silk saturated with creosote, as far as possible clear into the alveolar process. At first, he let it remain one, two or three days, so that the matter should not form and dam it up, and cause pain. When it was removed, it threw off a very bad odor. This process was to be repeated from day to day, and they would find it would take perhaps months to cure the disease. After the tooth was entirely cured, they should put their gold clear to the very point of the root, and build from that. [Oct. to their advantage, but increased the respect in which they were held by the community.
He wanted a man who would take hold of one particular thing, and devote his entire time to it, and was willing to pay his share of the expense.
Then, if they found anything they wanted analyzed, let them put it into the hands of their analytical chemist, and let him investigate it and give his opinion upon it. He would not say they should sanction that opinion, but let him give them the result of his knowledge and experience, and they could judge whether it was sound or not. There were a great many chemists scattered over the country, most of them good, but their investigations did not point directly to the dental profession. They wanted to make a dental profession mark in this business, and the only way to do it was in the manner proposed by the resolutions.
Dr. Newton, of Worcester, thought they needed information on subjects that went behind those matters which were commonly supposed to comprise the whole of their profession. Ho Drs. Allport, Taft, and Chandler, of Pennsylvania, spoke briefly in favor of the resolution. The last named gentleman said he was delighted with the proposition, for he thought it was the key by which they could arrive at the truth of certain questions which had been discussed in the Convention.
He had become convinced that the destruction of the teeth was occasioned by the diseased condition of the saliva of the mouth; and by the analysis, by the experimenter it was proposed to appoint, of the alkalies and acids introduced into the mouth, they might arrive at the truth of the matter.
The question was then taken on the resolution, and it was adopted.
Dr. Taft then introduced the concluding resolution of his series, as follows:
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